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A father holds his daughter in a Hirat IDP site. Credit: James St John Cox/OCHA 

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Distribution of 8,650 MT of 

wheat grain to drought-affected 

communities across the ten 

districts of Ghor Province. 

 1,807 registered IDP families in 

Hirat receive food, shelter, and 

heating materials during winter. 

 Winter assistance to the 30,000 

people living in Kabul Informal 

settlements concludes. 

 15 incidents against 

humanitarians recorded in 

February. 

 

 

F IGURES 

Total Afghan 
Population 

27.5 m 

Conflict Induced 
IDPs 

~647,779 

Undocumented 
Afghans in Iran 

1.4 m 

Registered 
Afghans in Iran 

1 m 

Undocumented 
Afghans in 
Pakistan 

1 m 

Registered 
Afghans in 
Pakistan 

1.9 m 

Registered in 
other countries 

200,000 

Source: UNHCR/IOM as of Feb 2014 

CHAP APPEAL 

474 million  
requested (USD) 

 

HUMANITARIAN AID 

COMMITTED TO 

CHAP 

389 million(USD) 
Source: FTS Feb 2014 

 

 

   

 

 

Food assistance delivered to the drought-affected in Ghor 
66,000 families benefiting 
Distribution of nearly 8,650 MT of wheat grain to drought-affected communities across the 
ten districts of Ghor Province has almost been completed by the Provincial Disaster 
Management Committee. Distributions are still ongoing in Chaghcharan district, but are 
expected to be completed by the beginning of March. According to the Afghanistan 
National Disaster Management Authority (ANDMA), emergency rations will reach a total 
of 66,132 families across the province by the end of the distribution. 

Concerns over seed distribution gap 
Seeds have been distributed to 2,800 farmers in four districts by the Department of 
Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation. FAO also intends to assist 7,000 of the most 
vulnerable farming families by distributing 175 MT of the same commodities in three 
additional districts, (Chaghcharan, Dulaina and Dawlatyar), but says that the need for 
seeds, as well as animal feed, is greater than their current plans.  

Emergency Response Fund supports ACF nutrition response 
Action Contre la Faim (ACF) are supporting nutrition interventions to affected people 
using an Emergency Response Fund grant. However, a field visit by OCHA to 
communities affected by drought revealed farmers concerns of another year where crops 
are affected by dryness in the province.  

IDP situation stabilises in Hirat Province 
The overall condition of the Internally Displaced People (IDP) from Ghor in Hirat that was 
reported in the January edition of the Humanitarian Bulletin has now stabilised. The 1,807 
registered IDP families received food, shelter and heating materials during winter. An 
additional ration of firewood was delivered to all IDP families by the Danish Refugee 
Council in mid-February to counter the very low temperatures experienced in late January 
and early February.   

The Jesuit Refugee Services and UNICEF have initiated additional classes for IDP 
children in local schools, while the Afghan Red Crescent Society mobile health clinic is 
functioning seven days per week in Sa’adat, (home to about 1,450 families), and regularly 
visits the two additional sites (Karizak and Pashdan). 

Concerns about sanitation standards 
With the coming of warmer temperatures in spring, the focus of humanitarian actors will 
now turn to the provision of adequate sanitation facilities at all three sites, according to 
actors on the ground. 

Winter distributions conclude 
Kabul Informal settlements  
Distributions of assistance to the 30,000 people living in the 52 Kabul Informal settlement 
(KIS) sites concluded at the end of February. Materials for shelter, clothes, blankets and 
other items were distributed by Welthungerhilfe (WHH), the Adventist Development and 
Relief agency (ADRA), CARE International and Johanniter International to more than 
9,000 children during winter. ADRA, WHH, the Danish Refugee Council and Islamic 
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Relief distributed fuel and heating equipment such as firewood and stoves throughout the 
season.  

Food was distributed based on the food needs assessments conducted in November and 
December by WFP, who in partnership with the Agency for Technical Cooperation and 
Development (ACTED), distributed a total of 1,090 MT of food to 6,337 families in 46 KIS 
locations and other sites over three rounds, including 457 MTs during the final distribution 
in February. 

Extremely low temperatures affect Northern Afghanistan 
Temperatures as low as -20°C occurred in Northern Afghanistan during the second week 
of February, resulting in 74 deaths according to ANDMA. The northern provinces also 
experienced avalanches, flooding caused by frozen water canals, damaged houses (mud 
roofs caving in), outbreaks of pneumonia, vehicle accidents on icy roads and districts 
being cut off by large volumes of snow.  

Joint assessment teams consisting of government departments and humanitarian actors 
reacted swiftly and despite access constraints caused by snow blocked roads, verified 
420 families in need of winter relief assistance in the nine Northern provinces. 
Humanitarian partners delivered food, non-food items and medical assistance to 
vulnerable people severely affected by the winter in coordination with Provincial Disaster 
Management Authorities. 

New conflict displacement in Faryab Province 
21 incidents of armed conflict between the Afghan National Security Forces and non-state 
armed forces were recorded in the Qaisar and Almar districts of Faryab Province in the 
second half of February. The affected area is home to approximately 4,000 people. 

Despite initial reports of higher numbers, assessments conducted by humanitarian actors 
indicate that only 147 families were newly displaced by the conflict in February. The 
displaced families are living with host communities. The humanitarian regional team in 
Faryab Province intends to provide immediate humanitarian assistance to the 147 
families.  

 

Afghanistan Internally Displaced People Policy 
A comprehensive framework to address internal displacement  
On 11 February, the Government of Afghanistan launched its policy on internal 
displacement; the culmination of more than two years work by the Ministry of Refugees 
and Repatriation (MoRR) supported by its partners, civil society, internally displaced 
people (IDPs) and affected communities. The policy sets out a comprehensive framework 
that provides guidance on addressing current and future internal displacement situations 
in the country.   
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A move away from ad-hoc interventions 
Speaking at the launch, the Minister of Refugees and Repatriation Dr. Jamaher Anwary 
stated that the objective of the policy is to set up a predictable and coordinated system 
that responds to internal displacement in Afghanistan. The policy provides for a move 
from ad-hoc humanitarian interventions towards a comprehensive and long-term strategy 
aimed at solving the problem of displacement. 

The Government commits to pursue the full range of solutions to end displacement and 
requires governors and mayors to develop provincial-level or municipal-level action plans 
for their area. The purpose of these action plans is to find solutions for the 647,779 IDPs 
across the country.  

International community reaffirms its support  
The United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator, Mr. Mark Bowden commended the 
Government of Afghanistan and reinforced the support of the UN and the international 
community. He highlighted the importance of translating the policy into action as soon as 
possible.  Mr. Bowden called for commitment from all relevant actors and emphasised the 
need to prioritise programming to address protracted displacement, and stressed the 
importance for the Government to establish monitoring, evaluation and accountability 
mechanisms for all key aspects of implementation as laid down in the policy. 

Aid worker security 
February sees reduction in incidents against humanitarians  
15 incidents of violence against humanitarian personnel, facilities and assets were 
recorded in 11 provinces during February, down from 20 incidents in January. Two part-
time students who worked for an aid agency in Hilmand Province were killed by an 
improvised explosive device. In Balkh Province the body of an NGO worker was 
discovered and investigations are ongoing as to the cause of death. The detonation of an 
unexploded ordinance killed the gardener of an NGO health clinic.  

In Hirat Province the three de-miners abducted on 18 January were released unharmed 
on 5 February, after successful negotiations by local elders. One humanitarian was 
injured when he resisted an armed robbery, while in Laghman Province small arms fire by 
non-state armed forces at a health facility resulted in the death of an infant and the injury 
of two civilian women. One nurse was temporarily abducted at an NGO clinic in Nuristan 
Province. 

Plans for 173 health facilities to be used during elections 
Humanitarians continue to express concerns over reports that 173 health facilities will be 
used as polling centres during the presidential elections in April. The use of health 
facilities as polling centres will interrupt health service delivery to a population with 
already low access and will increase the risk of attacks on patients and health care 
professionals. 111 incidents of violence against health personnel, facilities and assets 
were recorded in 2013.  

Humanitarian actors call for suitable alternate venues to be indentified for use as polling 
centres during the upcoming elections.  

MSF report says medical care out of reach for many patients 
Ill-equipped to meet growing needs  
A new report, Between Rhetoric and Reality: the Ongoing Struggle to Access Healthcare 
in Afghanistan, by NGO Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), says access to basic and 
emergency medical care in Afghanistan is severely limited and ill-equipped to meet the 
growing needs created by the conflict. Although progress has been made in healthcare 
provision since 2002, the report reveals the serious and often deadly risks that people are 
forced to take to seek both basic and emergency care. 

A picture of the suffering of Afghans 
The report’s research (conducted in 2013 with more than 800 patients in MSF hospitals in 
Hilmand, Kabul, Khost and Kunduz) paints a picture of the suffering of Afghans who 
struggle without access to adequate medical assistance.  “One in every five of the 
patients we interviewed had a family member or close friend who had died within the last 
year due to a lack of access to medical care”, said Christopher Stokes, MSF’s General 
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For further information, please contact:  
Aidan O’Leary, OCHA Head of Office, oleary@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1101  
James St John Cox, Public Information Officer, stjohncox@un.org, cell +93 79 300 1132 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org |www.reliefweb.int 

Director. “For those who reached our hospitals, 40 per cent of them told us they faced 
fighting, landmines, checkpoints or harassment on their journey.” 

Humanitarians must negotiate with all sides of the conflict 
The report finds that the disruption of medical services disproportionately affects those 
living in militarily contested areas. The report states that all parties to the conflict need to 
do much more to ensure that impartial healthcare can be provided to all those who are 
sick and wounded while humanitarian agencies will have to prioritize negotiating their 
access with all sides of the conflict. 

Humanitarian Financing Update 
2013 CHAP funded 82 per cent 
As of 28 February 2014 the Common Humanitarian Action Plan (CHAP) 2013 is 82 per 
cent funded, having received USD $389 million of the $474 million appeal. The top five 
donors to the CHAP 2013 (USA, Japan, the European Commission, the United Kingdom 
and Sweden) contributed $231 million, or 59 per cent of total CHAP funding.  

Humanitarian funding for 2013 reaches $508 million 
The overall humanitarian funding total for Afghanistan in 2013 reached USD $508 million. 
Of this total, 77 per cent was aligned to the CHAP. Two thirds of the remaining 23 per 
cent ($119 million) was provided to the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Movement following their own appeals process. 

 

 

 

Newly displaced families gather together after arriving at the Sa’adat site in Hirat. Credit: James St John Cox/OCHA 


